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Al Phillips
Business Manager & Financial Secretary
United Association of Journeymen & Apprentices of the Plumbing & Pipefitting
Industry of the United States and Canada
Local Union 170
 
 
Dear Al Phillips:
 
We are writing in response to your correspondence of March 5, 2021, addressed to
Dr. Caroline Quach-Thanh, Chair of the National Advisory Committee on
Immunization (NACI), regarding prioritization of construction workers for COVID-19
immunization. The NACI Secretariat is replying on her behalf.
 
As you know, NACI is an external advisory body that provides independent advice to
the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) on the optimal use of authorized
vaccines in Canada. In this role, NACI is providing guidance on the prioritization of
key populations for COVID-19 immunization in the context of rolling vaccine supply to
help inform the efficient, equitable and effective allocation of COVID-19 vaccines in
Canada.
 
On February 15, 2021, NACI released updated Guidance on the prioritization of key
populations for COVID-19 immunization for Stages 2 and 3 of vaccine rollout. This
guidance is informed by a review of evidence on biological and social risk factors for
severe COVID-19 disease; foundational elements guiding ethical decision-making for
equitable, feasible and acceptable recommendations; and extensive stakeholder
engagement completed by PHAC.
 
In Stage 2, NACI recommends authorized COVID-19 vaccines be offered to frontline
essential workers who have direct and close physical contact with the public and who
cannot work virtually. Immunizing essential workers minimizes the disproportionate
burden of those taking on additional risks to maintain services essential for the
functioning of society.   While we are aware that some modelling is suggesting good
outcomes from early immunization of young essential workers, note that these
models are premised on strong assumptions of preventing onwards transmission
among vaccinated individuals.   The impacts of these vaccines on preventing
transmission is still unknown, and direct protection of the most vulnerable is still an
important strategy at this time in Canada.
NACI’s guidance is advisory in nature as immunization program planning and delivery
fall under provincial and territorial jurisdiction. Provincial and territorial governments
are responsible for sequencing priority groups for COVID-19 immunization based on
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March 5, 2021 


    


Dr. Caroline Quach-Thanh      Via email: phac.naci-ccni.aspc@canada.ca 
Chair of the Secretariat of the 
 National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) 


 
 
Re:          Vaccine Prioritization for the Construction Workforce 


 
Dear Dr. Quach-Thanh, 


I am writing to you on behalf of the membership of the United Association Local 170; a BC craft union 
representing plumbers, pipefitters, sprinkler fitters, service technicians and welders.   Our workforce has been 
deemed essential and continues to work throughout this crisis; building, maintaining, servicing and modernizing 
long-term care facilities, hospitals, and clinics.  Our work also spans across many other industries and our 
members continue to play a key role in our economy’s road to recovery. 
 
While we are pleased that the vaccine rollout plan for our province, which is based on guidance from the NACI, 
is focused on immunizing those who are most vulnerable to severe illness and death, including long term care 
residents and the health care workers who care for them, I am writing to advocate to prioritize our service 
technician members who work right alongside them, while maintaining and servicing heath care facilities. 
These workers continue to risk their health and that of their families by working in these high risk environments, 
which is further heightened as they travel from facility to facility, servicing several institutions on a daily basis.  
For their safety, as well as the safety of patients, residents and other health care workers, they must be 
prioritized for COVID-19 vaccination.  
 
I also strongly suggest that you review the prioritization of the vaccine for all essential workers; and in particular, 
those in the construction industry.  While I understand that our current immunization strategy based on age 
stems from scientific and expert evidence, this evidence is incomplete and still evolving.  The recent modelling 
study (Canadian Press – February 24, 2021) published by Simon Fraser’s University (Mathematics, Genomics, 
Prediction in Infection and Evolution) indicates that vaccination plans that prioritize essential workers would be 
more effective.  It is our essential workers who are mobile, have greater contacts with others, cannot distance 
as part or their job, and are the greatest source of transmission to our elderly and vulnerable populations.   
Construction and industrial jobsites, where work is often performed in confined and smaller spaces, are 
particularly susceptible to outbreaks.  With the arrival of the new highly transmissible variants, vaccinating 
these workers has never been more important. In addition to reducing transmission, vaccinating our 
construction workforce will support our essential workers in building back our economy; ensuring safe jobsites 
and allowing major infrastructure and building projects to continue.   


I urge you to consider this request on behalf of our membership: to ensure the prioritization of vaccines to our 
members who work alongside our health care workers, and for those in our construction workforce, who have 
been deemed essential and continue to provide critical services during this crisis. 


Our thanks to you and the committee for your guidance throughout this challenging and unprecedented 
pandemic.  


 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
A.D. Al Phillips, RSE 
Business Manager & Financial Secretary 
 


 
ADP/eds 







jurisdictional needs and circumstances, including local epidemiology, public health
considerations and rollout logistics. In addition, designations of essential services in
the context of the COVID-19 pandemic will vary across jurisdictions within Canada.
Canadians are encouraged to visit the website of their respective province or territory
for more information on when they may be eligible for COVID-19 immunization. A list
of provincial and territorial websites can be found at Provincial and Territorial
Immunization Information
 
We hope that this information is helpful and thank you again for your letter.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
National Advisory Committee on Immunization Secretariat
COVID-19 Immunization Program
Public Health Agency of Canada
 
 
From: Emilia DiSalvo <Emilia.DiSalvo@ualocal170.com> 
Sent: 2021-03-06 1:10 PM
To: NACI / CCNI (PHAC/ASPC) <phac.naci-ccni.aspc@canada.ca>
Subject: COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization
 
Dear Dr. Quach-Thanh,
 
Please see attached letter from Business Manager A.D. Al Phillips, on the prioritization of the COVID-
19 vaccine for essential workers in the construction industry.
 
Thank you.
 

 
Emilia Di Salvo, BCom, CPA, CGA
Finance Manager
201-1658 Fosters Way
Delta, BC   V3M 6S6
O. 604.526.0441 
C. 778-772-7126
ualocal170.com

This email may be privileged or confidential.  Use of this email by an unintended recipient is prohibited.  If you
have received this email in error, please contact the sender immediately.  Thank you.
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