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From: HLTH Patient and Client Relations HLTH:EX <hlth.PatientandClientRelations@gov.bc.ca>
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 5:21:15 PM

To: Emilia DiSalvo <Emilia.DiSalvo@ualocal170.com>

Subject: Ministry of Health Response - 1188226

1188226

A.D. Al Phillips

Business Manager and Financial Secretary

United Association of Journeymen & Apprentices of

the Plumbing and Pipefitting Industry of the United States and Canada
Emilia.DiSalvo@ualocal170.com

Dear Al Phillips:

Thank you for your email of December 19, 2020, regarding the prioritization of COVID-19
immunizations in British Columbia. I am responding on behalf of the Honourable Adrian Dix,
Minister of Health, and apologize for the delay in communication.

You wrote to advocate that your members working in the piping trades be given priority in
BC’s COVID-19 Immunization Plan. It is important to emphasize that BC’s COVID-19
Immunization Plan is based on scientific evidence, as well as expert advice and guidance from
the National Advisory Committee on Immunization, BC’s Immunization Committee and BC’s
public health leadership committee. The first phase is focused on immunizing those who are
most vulnerable to severe illness and death, including long-term care residents and the health-
care workers who care for them, and remote and at-risk Indigenous communities. Phase 2,
starting in late February, expands immunizations to additional vulnerable populations,
Indigenous communities and Elders, health-care staff and all seniors over the age of 80.
Together, these two phases are focused on immunizing the people who are most at risk of
severe consequences of COVID-19.

Age 1s the single greatest risk factor for severe illness and death from COVID-19, regardless of
occupation. Given this, Phase 3, scheduled to begin in April, will expand to include people
between the ages of 79 to 75 and work backwards in five-year age increments to include those
age 60 and over. Also included in this phase are younger people with certain underlying health
conditions that make them clinically extremely vulnerable. As additional vaccines are approved
and become available, people who are front-line essential workers or work in specific
workplaces or industries may also be able to start receiving vaccines later in Phase 3. Further
details about these additional priority groups in Phase 3 will be announced in the coming weeks
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COVID-19 Immunization Plan
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UNITED ASSOCIATION 1658 FOSTERS WAY, DELTA, BC, V3M 6S6
of Journeymen & Apprentices of the Tel: 604.526.0441 | Fax: 604.526.6261
PLUMBING & PIPEFITTING Toll Free: 1.888.223.7711
Industry of the United States and Canada info@ualocall70.com

LOCAL 170 ) N ) locall70

BRITISH COLUMBIA Local Union 170 — Affiliated with AFL-CIO-CFL uaiocatl/u.com

December 19, 2020

Sent via email: HLTH.Minister@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable Adrian Dix, MLA
Minister of Health

PO Box 9050

Stn Prov Govt

Victoria BC VBW9E2

Re: Vaccine Prioritization for BC’s Construction Workforce

Dear Minister Dix:

This week, the first Pfizer coronavirus vaccines were delivered to Canada and British Columbia.
With the roll out of the vaccines in the coming weeks, | am calling on the Provincial government
to ensure that priority be given to essential workers, and in particular, those in the construction
industry.

| represent 4,000 members working in the piping trades in British Columbia. On their behalf, |
would like to extend our congratulations for your quick and diligent response in accessing
vaccines for British Columbians.

While many were able to shelter at home during the pandemic, members of our Local, who have
been deemed essential workers, continued to provide critical services. They worked throughout
the crisis, building, maintaining, servicing and modernizing long-term care facilities, hospitals,
clinics and places of work for health care professionals. They have put their own health in
jeopardy while working in high risk environments. Our work also spans across many other
industries, and we have played a key role in ensuring our economy did not face complete
disruption. Now that our country is facing active outbreaks in workplaces, construction,
manufacturing and mining are among the hardest hit industries.

In an effort to protect and ensure our essential services are maintained, and to safeguard our
most vulnerable workers, | urge you to prioritize COVID-19 vaccination for our construction
workforce. We request confirmation and clarification of when our members who face considerable
risks while continuing to maintain health facilities and sustain our economy, will be able to access
the Coronavirus vaccine, with the expectation that they will be given top priority.

Sincerely,

A.D. Al Phillips, RSE
Business Manager & Financial Secretary

ADP/eds
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depending on vaccine supply.

Phase 4 is anticipated to begin in July 2021 for the rest of the eligible population, starting with
people aged 59 to 55 and working backwards in five-year age groups until everyone over the
age of 18 who wishes to be immunized for COVID-19 has had their opportunity.

While your members have not currently been announced as a priority group outside of the age
and risk based distribution framework, please understand that this is not a comment on the
value of the essential services provided by these individuals, but is the result of a strategy
focused on protecting those who are most vulnerable to severe illness first. Please be assured
that everyone who qualifies and who wishes to be immunized will have the opportunity.

Starting late-February, a communication campaign will be launched to provide additional
details on the registration process, registration timing and availability and immunization clinic
locations. Pre-registration for residents 79-75 will open in March 2021 and can be done online
or by telephone.

Until a vaccine is available province-wide, it is important to be patient and understanding while
waiting for your turn for immunization. To learn more about BC’s COVID-19 Immunization
Plan, please see: www.gov.bc.ca/covidvaccine. For further information regarding COVID-19
vaccines, including answers to frequently asked questions, please visit the Immunize BC

website at: https://immunizebc.ca/covid-19.

I understand this is not the response you were looking for, but I hope this clarifies our approach
to planning. Further to this, I have included a clear graphic of BC’s COVID-19 Immunization
Plan below. I appreciate the opportunity to respond.

Sincerely,

Thomas Guerrero
Executive Director
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Improvement through every concern.
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Patient and Client Relations
Corporate Issues and Client Relations
Ministry of Health

Warning: This email is intended only for the use of the individual or organization to whom it is
addressed. It may contain information that is privileged or confidential. Any distribution,
disclosure, copying, or other use by anyone else is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
in error, please telephone or e-mail the sender immediately and delete the message.

Dear Minister Dix,

Please see attached letter from Al Phillips, Business Manager/Financial Secretary of UA Local
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170.

Emilia Di Salvo, BCom, CPA, CGA
Finance Manager

201-1658 Fosters Way

Delta, BC V3M 6S6

0. 604.526.0441

C. 778-772-7126

ualocal170.com

This email may be privileged or confidential. Use of this email by an unintended recipient is
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender immediately.
Thank you.
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